FELSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Highways and Road Safety Committee Meeting held on
9 May 2018 at 5:00 pm in the URC Committee Room.
Present:

Councillors Nicholas Hinde (Chairman), Richard Freeman, Andy Bennett, Frances Marshall and
Peter Rose.

H18/01

Public Forum
No members of the public were present.

H18/02

Apologies for absence and declarations of interest
All members were present. There were no Declarations of Interest.

H18/03

Minutes of meeting held on 14 March 20187
It was agreed to correct 2 minor typographical errors in the Minutes: Item H17/36 subsections
were renumbered 36.1,2,3 and 4. Item H17/37.1b “30mph” amended to “40mph”. With these
two alterations, the Minutes were approved and were signed by the Chairman.

H18/04

Matters arising from the March meeting
04.1 Community Speedwatch (Item 17/36.1) – Because of other commitments no sessions
had been carried out during April but they would be resumed shortly. One further volunteer had
come forward and was awaiting training.
04.2 Causeway End open space (Item 17/36.2) – It was agreed to continue to monitor the
situation regarding the re-instatement of the grassed area.
04.3 Vehicles parking within 10m of the road junction at WHG (Item H17/36.3) – The
signage agreed at the last meeting would be installed shortly.
04.4 Primary School Traffic survey (Item H17/36.4) – Members noted that ECC were no
longer proposing an imminent 2 Form entry at the Primary School. As a result, the agreed
ECC traffic survey would not now take place. The changes to the buildings at the Primary
School would go ahead, in summer 2019, as planned and would include the capacity to accept
2 form entry in the future. It was agreed that no further action would be taken at this time.

H18/05

Uttlesford Local Highway Panel applications
05.1 Applications for 2015-16
a) Main Road, Willows Green second VAS sign –This scheme would be held in reserve in
case unused funds were available at the current financial year end.
b) Extension of 40mph speed limit from Crix Green towards Frenches Green Confirmation that the recommended additional signage would be included in the 2018-19
ULHP budget was awaited.
05.2 Applications for 2016-17
The applications submitted for the 2016-17 financial year (Double yellow lines in Stebbing
Road / school zig zags outside Prep School / Stebbing Road-Braintree Road junction Keep
Clear / 20mph zone at Primary School) were still awaiting full assessment by the ULHP.
05.3 Applications for 2017-18
The applications submitted for the 2017-18 financial year (HGV restriction on Molehill Green
Road, reduction of speed limit at Hartford End to 30mph and installation of a second post, at
Watch House Green, for the mobile VAS sign) were awaiting full assessment by the ULHP.
05.4 Application for 2018-19
The application submitted for the 2018-19 financial year (for a third post for the mobile VAS
sign to be sited facing west within the 30mph zone outside Felsted Primary School) was
awaiting full assessment by the ULHP.
Members noted that the ULHP had agreed a budget of £6,500 to install additional signage at
the ‘Crix Green corner’ where the road regularly floods because of drainage problems. The
Clerk would establish exactly what work was proposed within this scheme as Councillors
believed that funds should be spent on solving the drainage problem itself rather than on
providing signage to highlight the flooding that regularly occurs as a result.

H18/06

Highway Ranger work
Members noted that the PC requests to repaint the Village Crest and cut back the grass
encroaching on the pavement in Chelmsford Road south of Bakers Lane were on the Highway
Rangers list. No update was available. The Minutes of the March 2018 ULHP had stated that
“resources were limited and it was not possible to update each Parish on specific Ranger
requests”.
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H18/07

Review of parking restrictions in Braintree Road outside the shops
Letters had been received from two businesses in Braintree Road outlining problems where
customers have received parking tickets whilst visiting the shops. Members reviewed the need
for the parking restrictions at peak times and concluded that the restrictions were still required
to help traffic flow and in particular to enable large vehicles to successfully turn at the
Braintree/Station/Chelmsford Road junction. Members acknowledged the problem caused by
the restrictions but suggested that shop customers could legally park in nearby designated
roadside parking spaces or in Woodleys Car Park. The Clerk would respond to the businesses
accordingly.

H18/08

Woodleys Car Park – Installation of salt bin and resurfacing work
The litter bin for Woodleys Car Park would be delivered on 18 May and then the salt bin would
be ordered. A quotation was awaited for the car park resurfacing work.

H18/09

Flooding problems at Station Road and on Braintree Road near Seabrooks Farm
1. Station Road – This problem was initially reported to ECC in December 2017. They had
identified that the road drain was blocked and had carried out urgent work to ‘make safe’.
Permanent repairs would be undertaken as part of their routine maintenance schedule. It was
agreed that the Clerk would notify ECC that the problem was ongoing and that further urgent
work was required.
2. Braintree Road outside Seabrooks Farm– In recent months the roadway had flooded
during periods of heavy rain. The problem was reported to ECC in January 2018 and had been
assessed for routine maintenance. However someone had recently cleared the blocked culvert
and flooding had not occurred during a period of rain last week. This problem would be
monitored.

H18/10

Potholes and Highways maintenance work
The following highway problems had all been inspected and a ‘defect raised’ but because of a
low priority rating no timing for the repairs could be given:
- Damaged ‘pedestrians on carriageway’ sign opposite Silverleys, Gransmore Green
- Faded white lining at Ravens Crescent
- Replacement of missing fingerpost on FP5 off Stebbing Road
- 2 broken fingerposts in Mill Road (FP59 and FP60)
- 30mph sign knocked over at Molehill Green Road, Willows Green
- Cock Green – Broken footbridge on FP108 (only one plank remaining).
It was agreed that the Clerk would report a pothole, on the right hand side of the road, in
Rayne Road, Bannister Green near its junction with Stevens Lane.

H18/11

ECC Parish Paths Partnership (P3)
The Clerk had spoken to the former organiser of the P3 scheme in Felsted. The scheme had
worked very well in Felsted for many years but the previous organiser had eventually stepped
down because of the increasing amount of paperwork involved in the process. Members
considered that the scheme should be resurrected and agreed to seek a new organiser
(possibly the Parish Footpath Warden or the new Assistant Clerk?).

H18/12

Other Urgent matters and items for the next Agenda
12.1 Meeting dates in 2019 – Members agreed that the frequency of the Highways Committee
meetings should be reduced to 3 per year from 2019. Meetings would be scheduled for March,
July and November.
12.2 New litter bin by Holy Cross Church entrance arch – The existing litter bin was
frequently overflowing and it was agreed to replace this with a larger lidded bin. The Clerk
would approach the Felsted Events Committee regarding the possibility of including a Tour de
France logo on the bin, to commemorate the event passing through the village and of them
funding/making a significant contribution to the cost of the new litter bin.
12.3 Village Attendant work – The Clerk would ask the Village Attendant to trim back the
edge of the verge behind the Station Road pavement near the sewage works again this year.
He would also be asked to remove graffiti on the pavement outside the shops in the centre of
the village.

H18/13

Next Meeting
The meeting closed at 5.55 pm. Next meeting to be held on 26 September 2018 at 5pm.
………………………………………

Committee Chairman
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26 September 2018

