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the homes in the parish.

 

Felsted - In Middle of Urban Proposals

Volunteers Wanted to Help
Neighbourhood Plan

If you can spare an hour or two – or more – to 
help the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan please 
contact:
Roy Ramm
Chairman: felstednpsg@btconnect.com
 
Diane Smith phone: 01371 823071
Secretary: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.felstednp.org.uk

The issues of protecting and enhancing 
the rural nature, protecting and 
maintaining the green spaces, including 
keeping the hamlets separate, and traffic 
problems identified in the Parish Plan 
published last year are all being dealt 
with in the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan 
that was started in the first public 
meeting early in 2014. 

The need for Felsted residents to 
begin to control their own area is shown by 
the rejection of Uttlesford’s Local Plan by 
the Inspector earlier this year. 
Neighbouring Braintree District have also 
withdrawn their Local Plan at a very late 
stage. Thus both district councils are again 
sending out invitations for land to be 
evaluated for possible development of 
housing, schools, employment, health and 
other uses. See inside pages.

The Parish Council voted to support 
a Neighbourhood Plan and then sponsored 
a public meeting on 7 March 2014 which 
was lead by the Rural Community Council 
of Essex. The 38 residents attending agreed 
to proceed and a Steering Group was 
established at an initial working meeting 
with RCCE on 30 July, after the 450 and 
Tour de France celebrations were out of the 
way. Felsted resident Roy Ramm came 
forward to chair this and other officers and 
functions were established. Subsequent 
regular meetings of the Steering Group 
established a constitution and an initial 
timetable of actions.

Uttlesford District Council has formally agreed that 
Felsted should join Saffron Walden and Great Dunmow in 
producing Neighbourhood Plans. It also accepted that the 
Felsted Plan should cover the civil parish of Felsted rather than 
include surrounding areas or any subdivision of the parish. This 
agreement means that the production of Felsted’s 
Neighbourhood Plan would gain help and advice from the 
District Council. The final Neighbourhood Plan would 
supplement the Uttlesford Local Plan and thus any further 
development in Felsted would have to be in accordance with 
the Neighbourhood Plan.

Discussions with local schools, the Felsted Surgery and 
local organisations have begun. Some interesting ideas are 
coming forward and it is hoped to bring these to the Open Day 
on 9 May in the URC Hall – see leaflet enclosed.

Local champions from each of the Greens and Ends of 
Felsted as well as the Village Centre are beginning to relay 
information and consult with their neighbours. Anyone 
interested in helping with this should contact Roy or the 
Secretary of the Steering Group, Diane Smith.



A new publication was produced in the summer of 2014 entitled 
“Bygone Felsted” which was a 99 page book featuring over 120 
postcards and photographs dating back to the early 1900s. This is 
the first time that the various postcards that have been produced of 
Felsted have been brought together in one publication. The earliest 
postcard is dated 1903 with the majority having been published in 
the next twenty or so years. Although the telephone was still in its 
infancy the postcard was one of the main means of communication 
in the early 1900s. “Bygone Felsted” is enhanced with snippets of 
history and photographs from Felsted residents together with copies 
of the advertising of Felsted’s shops and businesses. The book 
gives an idea of what the village centre and the other principal 
locations looked like 100 years or so ago. The illustrations show 
how the village has changed from a sleepy village with sheep in the 
middle of the road to the busy parish we know today.

The original cost of the book was £10 but the remainder is 
being sold at £7 a copy and available from the author, John Drury, 
at 5 Bury Fields or telephone 01371-820444. Orders by post will be 
delivered free within Felsted.

Felsted 1900-1910

Unearthed recently (a box in the bank) have been two rather care-worn silver ‘trophies’ for clay pigeon 
shooting. The silver cups themselves are hall marked around 1910 and 1925 respectively. The ‘clay pigeon’ dates 
inscribed are from 1958. Details on the larger cup read ‘Felsted Clay 
Pigeon Shoot presented by G. Hutley esq’. The winners and dates are 
then listed
1958. H. Lepper 1959. N. W. Trembath
1960. A. Bonnett 1961. R. Crowe 1962/3. G. A. Humphries
1964. C. Hasler 1965. R. Crowe
Youngsters had their own ‘Junior’ cup, presented by Hasler & Co Ltd
1958. G. Stacey 1959/6/61. G. H. Humphries 1962. P.F.Humphries
1963 F. G. Smith 1964. P. Humphries 1965. E. Reeve.
1966. S. Basham 1967. N. Q. McBeath 1968/9. G.J Holden

Although they all started at the same time, the ‘junior’ shoots seemed 
to run longer than the adults. Also we note that the Humphries family is well 
represented. So do any names ring the proverbial bell? Are the sharp shooting 
Humphries family still banging away at the brick pellets? Any information, 
please contact Hazel Fox on 01371 820605.

The Felsted Memorial Hall Mystery in the Vault 

New Parish Council Website
To help improve communication with residents, the Parish Council have set up a  new website. Why not visit the 
website to find out what the Council has been doing and what is going on in the village. The address is:

www.felsted-pc.gov.uk



THE WEA: NATIONALLY AND IN FELSTED 
 

Founded in 1903, the Workers' Educational Association (WEA) is 
a charity and the UK’s largest voluntary sector provider of adult 
education. In 2012/13 9,700 part-time courses for over 70,000 
students in England and Scotland were delivered with classes in 
almost every local authority area and the work in England was 
assessed in 2014 as ‘Good’ by Ofsted.

With the support of over 400 local branches, 3,000 volunteers, 2,000 
part-time tutors and an active membership, the WEA provides high quality, 
student-centred and tutor-led education for adults from all walks of life.  We 

bring education into the heart of communities, helping people learn whatever they want: from maths and 
English to local history.
How could this help you?

There are around 40 WEA branches in Essex, and there is one in Felsted. There are others nearby in 
Dunmow, Braintree, Shalford, Great Bardfield and Chelmsford.

The Felsted WEA branch was founded 40 years ago and offers 4 courses a year, 2 in each of the 
autumn and spring terms. They are held on Monday evenings in the United Reformed Church Hall and on 
Thursday mornings in the British Legion Hall. 

Each course typically consists of 10 lectures of one and a half to two hours. Recent subjects have 
included the Mediterranean Classical World, Plant Hunters, Film Studies, Classical Music, Political 
Philosophy, and various aspects of Art and  Literature

Details of our upcoming courses, starting in Autumn 2015, will be found elsewhere in this 
publication. We also offer single morning, evening or whole day courses, details of which are advertised 
locally.  Recent one day courses have been about Castles in Britain, Great Films, How We Acquired our 
Empire, and the Artist Winifred Nicholson. Another is planned on April 18, 2015, on Disease and 
Medicine in History.

If you are interested in learning about something new or finding out more of what you think you 
already know, why not give us a try?  Simply use the contact details below if you’d like more information.
 If you have a particular educational requirement, contact eastern.wea.org.uk/ who may be able to 
direct you to a branch, or a college which works in partnership with the WEA.

We are Britain’s best kept secret! 
Perhaps we should be known as We Educate Adults!

 
Contacts: Dick Frost richard.j.frost@btinternet.com 07909 526713 Chairman, Felsted WEA Branch, or 
Diana Peacock 07901 590372  Branch Secretary.

 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme for Felsted 
Some years ago Felsted had an active Neighbourhood Watch Scheme (Nwhs) but unfortunately, over 
time interest dwindled and only a couple of areas of the village currently have any sort of 
Neighbourhood Watch coverage.
 Most of you will be aware that there has been a recent increase in the number of thefts in this area, 
especially from sheds and outbuildings. The Parish Council wants to try to reverse this trend by re-
establishing an active Neighbourhood Watch Scheme throughout the entire village including all the Greens 
and hamlets.
 We are therefore looking for up to 25 volunteers to each cover their immediate area and we are also 
looking for a volunteer to act as the Felsted Village Co-ordinator. This is not something that is likely to 
involve lots of meetings or take up too much time but we need to spread the word to all residents to be 
vigilant and keep an eye out for suspicious behaviour/vehicles and let people know how they can report 
any such suspicions.
 If you think that you could help please contact the Clerk

on 01371 823071 or clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk

mailto:richard.j.frost@btinternet.com


Proposed or Existing Development Surrounding Felsted
The current Call for Sites by Uttlesford District Council 
and recently by Braintree District Council opens up the 
possibility that Felsted would be surrounded by new large 
urban communities. This is in addition to the very large 
scale developments of around 4000 homes in Chelmsford 
City along Regiment Way and the renewed threat of the 
Chelmer Mead development in neighbouring Little 
Dunmow. The latter was rejected by Uttlesford’s Planning 
Committee but could still be approved if appealed.

The Inspector, when rejecting Uttlesford’s 
Local Plan, seemed to be calling for a large new 
settlement that would 
provide for a new 
secondary school, 
feeder primary 
schools, health and, 
possibly, some 
employment as well 
as access to ready 
commuting to 
London, Cambridge 
and other industrial 
and business areas.

Great Dunmow 
Neighbourhood Plan, 
which is in its final 
form after 
consultation, 
identifies an 
additional 2886 
houses. A further 
development of 700 
houses is being 
proposed by Land 
Securities to the west 
of Woodlands Park 
(currently at 759 
houses).

Chelmer Mead 
would have provided 
750 houses with no 
road improvements.

A more serious proposal is to straddle 
Stebbing, Rayne and Felsted. It would have around 
10,000 homes and all their ancilliary requirements 
in an area stretching from Andrewsfield down to 
east of Watchhouse Green.
(The positions and sizes of localities shown are indicative only.)
 

Braintree 
proposals from 
Andrewsfield 
through Rayne to 
Felsted for some 
10,000 homes 
with shops, 
employment, 
schools and 
health facilities. 
(Taken from 
Braintree Call for 
Sites Map on 
Uttlesford District 
Council website.)

Beaulieu Park 
expansion of 
Chelmsford with 
some 4000 
homes and 
infrastructure. 
(Taken from 
Chelmsford City 
Council approved 
LDF)
 



The clock is the centrepiece of our 
lovely historic village. It is wound 
up twice a week by the bell 
ringers, and although well worn, is 
kept in good working order.
 However on closer inspection 
it was found that Jackdaws were 
nesting behind the clock face, which 
was being levered away from the 
tower and deteriorating badly. 
Furthermore the face of the clock 
has weathered significantly, and will 
soon loose its gold numerals 
altogether.  
 The Vicar agreed that the two 
tower keepers should try to raise the 
£6,250 plus VAT, needed to rebuild 
it.  Felsted Events Committee, the 
Parish Council and District Council, 
the Tour de France parking in Station 
Road, and David and Kate Martin`s 
donations, gave us a good start 
towards collecting half the cost 
before we could apply for grants. 

A Big Thank You to 
everyone for their donation 
towards rebuilding the Church 
Tower Clock Face. One tower 
keeper is again on holiday, but the 
other has ensured that all your 
money is in the safe hands of the 
Church Treasurer. We have had 
some generous donations via the 
Vicarage, which in total exceeded 
the required 50% of the cost of 
repair and scaffolding.. 

This enabled us to research 
and apply for grants from four 
possible donors. Stansted Airport 
Community Trust and Essex 
Heritage Trust are to give us 
provisional grants which will 
mean that we have achieved 
enough funds to start in late May.
 Haward Horoligical, of 
Felixstowe will do the work.They 
were the most competitive and 
came with a reference from the 

church fabric officer. They will 
remove the face and Jackdaw`s nest 
from behind the clock face, make a 
complete new hard wood surround 
to match the existing one and treat 
with weather proofing, trace and 
strip dial, repaint in three coats of 
best blue paint and re-guild in 24 
crt gold leaf as original. The hands 
will also be stripped and re-gilded 
in 24crt gold.
 It sounds like valuable stuff, 
so Lodge and Sons will make their 
scaffolding inaccessible to burglars, 
over the three weeks that the work 
is expected to take.
 
You can look with pride and will 
actually be able to tell the time in 
2015 when Felsted should win the 
best kept village contest.
 

George Bellingham-Smith

The Church Tower Clock Updating
Our Heritage

The War Memorial renewed Willows Green Noticeboard

Did you know that there is now a dedicated car 
park for the main Playing Field?

At the end of last summer the Parish Council 
opened a new car park for the main Playing Field 
with access off of Jollyboys Lane North. Signage 
has now been provided and we would ask all users 
of the Playing Field and Children's play Area to 
utilise this new facility. In future please do not use 
the parking behind the Memorial Hall unless you 
are going to the Hall itself.

Your Parish Council has improved various 
noticeboards, the War Memorial and the 

Pavilion and installed a brand new car park 
on the Playing Field.



 

Felsted Royal British Legion
Did you know the Felsted Branch of the Royal British Legion was formed 
in 1922 to provide the Social and Welfare requirements for those local 
servicemen returning from the First World War?

With the help of local benefactors premises were erected on land in the 
Bury Chase, which remains the Branch Headquarters to this day.

During the Second World War the premises were used as a social 
gathering place for troops based at Felsted School and several 
friendships were made with local girls, which resulted in marriage.

Since its inception the Branch has supported the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal and, with the help of local people, schools and 
businessmen, many thousands of pounds have been raised for their 
work nationally.

Initially membership was restricted to ex servicemen and women but it 
is now open to anyone interested in the work of the Legion for all ex 
servicemen and women and their dependants.

In Felsted we have a very active social club incorporated in the Branch 
organising many events during the year as well as having facilities 
which include two snooker tables, darts and table tennis as well as a 
well stocked bar.

WHY NOT COME AND JOIN US?

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT

 FELSTED ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB

ON 01371 820 847

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

This years Felsted panto, ‘’Grave 
Yard Smash’, a ‘humourous horror’ 
production, played  once again to 
an appreciative audience. Horror 
neighbours, the Addams and 
Slombie familes, battled it out on 
stage as a ‘high speed rail line’ 
threatened to run through the 
centre of their semis. Spirtied  
performances from several new 
members of the Felsted panto 
group including Richard Lindsell 
as Gomez Addams, Tracey Brown 
as Miss Irondrawers and Chris 
Durham as ’Dame’ Hairy Poppins. 
Solid entertainment also from 
Don Patston as Wayne Slombie, 
Rita Tyson as Waynetta Slombie, 
Hazel Fox as Nana Slombie, Tom 
Chacko as Roger The  Lodger, 
Ollie Tyson as Pugsley Addams, 
Annneliese Skinner as  Morticia 
Addams and Daniel Bohannan as 
an effective Letch. Youngsters 
George Crawford, Emily Crawford 
and Lauren Cook provided us with 
a ‘Spanish Geezer’ plus various 
gouls and spooks along the way. 

Full marks also to 
the hardworking 
technical and 
backstage staff, 
without 
whom..........

 
Dicky Howett

A SMASH AT FELSTED 
MEMORIAL  HALL

 



What’s Coming in Felsted
Felsted WI Programme - 2015

 
Second Wednesday each month except
August.
7:45pm at Felsted Memorial Hall
Contact: Margaret Smith on 01371 822092
13 May 2015 Maggie Harling Paper inArt: the Versatility &

Beauty of Nature
10 June 2015 Helga Frost Nutritionist, Herbalist &

Naturopath
8 July 2015 Charles Pitcher Across the Ocean in a Rowing

Boat
9 Sept 2015 Karen Adams ‘Inspirations’ A Contemporary

Artist
 

Felsted Decorative and Fine Arts 
Society

Gt Saling Millenium Village Hall — 2:30pm
 
29 April Martin Lloyd Secret Art and the Passport

— how we use it to fox the Forger
24 June Briony Hudson ‘In paynted pots is hidden the deadliest

poison’ —English delftware drug jars
26 Aug Summer Event — details to follow
30 Sept Christopher Form, Fashion & Function
  Garibaldi — a History of English Silver
28 Oct Elizabeth Strang The Stones and the Sea

— the influences of Yorkshire &
     Cornwall

Tea & coffee from 2:00pm
Visitors welcome to 3 lectures per year at a cost of £6 each lecture.

 

 

Felsted Friendship
Club

 
Memorial Hall

third Friday most months
2:30 pm − 4:15 pm

 
Contact Alison Moore

01371 820734

Felsted Horse
Society

www.felstedhorsesociety.co.uk
to view events and join us.

Carol Freeman

Felsted Farmer’s 
Market

Felsted Memorial Hall
10:00–13:00

First Saturday each month except 
August

Village Litter Pick on 16 
and 17 May 

The Parish Council are looking 
for volunteers to take part in a 
Village Litter Pick on Saturday 
16 May and Sunday 17 May.

This is an opportunity to 
improve the appearance of the  
village, meet fellow residents and 
get some exercise in the fresh air 
(much cheaper than the gym!). It's 
also something that the whole 
family can get involved in. If you 
would like to join us please meet 
at the Playing Field car park off 
Jollyboys Lane North (CM6 3DU) 
at 10.30 am on either day when 
rubbish bags and equipment will 
be provided and areas agreed.

In order to get an idea of 
numbers, it would be helpful if 
volunteers could let the Clerk 
know their name, contact details 
and preferred area, in advance.  If 
you would be willing to help 
organise this event please also 
contact the Clerk.

Police Beat Surgery 
Dates

The Police will be 
available to talk to any residents 
with a problem or those just 
wanting a chat, at Linsells shop 
on the following dates: Tuesdays 
7th April,  28th April, 19th May, 
9 June, 30th June,  21st July and 
11th August from 10 - 11am.

The Council have recently 
undertaken many projects to 
improve village facilities (public 
toilets and car park at the Playing 
Field, new/replacement notice 
boards at Willows Green, Bannister 

Green and Gransmore Green/ 
refurbishment of the Pavilion and 
also the War Memorial ) and 
therefore feel that this would be a 
good time to re-enter the competition 
after a few years break. Felsted is a 

lovely village and a good place to 
live so we would ask everyone to get 
involved and make sure that it is 
looking at its best when the judges 
visit in late May/early June.
 

2015 Best Kept Village Competition
 



Your Parish Council Elect
Andy Bennett 07801 718976
Richard Freeman 01371 820309
Graham Harvey 07515 910411
Nicholas Hinde 01371 820054
Frances Marshall 01371 820494
Anna McNicoll 07801 933067
John Moore 01371 820734
Peter Rose 01245 361887
Alan Thawley 01371 821009
Chris Woodhouse 01245 361361

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Simon Walsh Essex County Councillor 01371 810451

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Parish Office: URC Hall, Stebbing Road, Felsted CM6 3JD

Tel: 01371 823071
Mondays 10:00−12:30 and Wednesdays 16:00−18:30

Clerk: Diane Smith Mobile: 07773 393513
clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

Assistant Clerk: Peter Watson
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Felsted History Recorder: Jules Wallis,
www.recordinguttlesfordhistory.org.uk

email: wallis609@btinternet.com
Felsted Tree Warden: Andrew Hynd

Both can be contacted through the Parish Office.
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

The Parish Council usually meets at 7:30pm on the first
Wednesday of every month, including August, in the URC 
Hall in Stebbing Road. Public questions are at the start of 
the meeting.
The Annual Meeting on 20 May will elect a Chairman and 
Vice-chairman and appoint members of the Finance, 
Planning and Highways Committees and representatives to 
other organisations.

If you have news or views for the Autumn 2015 edition please 
contact us:
Alan Thawley 01371 821009 felsted@artpac.demon.co.uk
Margaret Attwood m.attwood@clara.net
Pictures and/or text and event notices by last week of August 2015.
 

Thanks to Copybest (Essex) Ltd
(01371 856721), suppliers of all Minolta 
photocopier equipment and aftersales 
service, for printing this newsletter at a 
nominal charge.
Published by Felsted Parish Council, URC Hall, Stebbing Road, Felsted, Essex Printed by Copybest (Essex) Ltd, Stebbing, Essex

Bring Your Garden Green Waste
Every Saturday

April 4 − December 12
Bannister Green

9.00am − 10.00am
Still Paid-for by Felsted Parish 

Council

Welcome
2 New Parish Councllors will join 
Felsted Parish Council in May.
 
There is no election for the Parish 
Council as only 10 nominations were 
received for the 11 places. The Council 
will need to co-op one more councillor. 
If you are interested in this vacancy 
please contact Diane Smith, Clerk.

Please Be Alert
A bogus policeman has been tricking local residents. Please 
call 999 if a suspicious person calls or you have been targeted 
and record details of any car.

Can’t Drive?
Uttlesford Community Travel
is a registered charity which
has been supplying transport
throughout the District of
Uttlesford since 1997.
Book-a-Ride

This is a door to door service 
carried out by our own trained drivers. 
Call 01371 875787 MONDAY TO 
FRIDAY 09.00 - 13.00 to arrange the 
date, time, destination and return for your 
trip.

Users are required to register as 
members at a cost of £10 per year.

You can join if you have trouble 
accessing normal public transport, or are 
elderly, disabled or rurally isolated. 
Wheelchair access to all vehicles.

Community Speedwatch volunteers wanted...
We are in the process of setting up a new Community Speedwatch Group in the village and currently 
have 3 trained volunteers. The Police will be running further training sessions in the next few months 
and if anyone would like to join the Group please let the Clerk know. If we get sufficient volunteers we 
would only be looking at 2 or 3 hours of your time each month.

Retiring Parish Councillors
Thanks to Fiona Hitchcock, Kay Milford and Caroline Scott-Bowden for their service on Felsted Parish 
Council.
 
 


