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Following heatwaves and named storms the autumn 
has been a real mix of weather. Luckily, it stayed dry for 
the Felsted Primary School fireworks. It was a great 
night - I was there! - the fireworks were dazzling and all 
the food and drinks stalls made for a great atmosphere. 
Thanks to all those who were involved in the planning 
and on the night!
Many are hoping we get a more traditional winter, 
perhaps with just the right amount of the ‘deep and 
crisp and even.’ I am off to Sweden to see the real white 
stuff.
This issue has a lot of important information which we 
all need to know about. It tells of how the new UDC 
Local Plan will impact us and what we need to do to 
protect ourselves from more unwanted development. 
Make sure you get involved and have your say.
Christmas is days away now and there is so much 
going on in the parish to celebrate. The tree lighting in 
the village takes place on 2 December in Woodley's car 
park, next to Linsell's.
Please give our parish events your support and from 
the FOCUS editorial team and all our wonderful
delivery team, we wish you a truly splendid Christmas.
Our next edition will be the Spring one – please send 
me any pictures and articles to use at the start of 
February.
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Hello everyone!
Goodness! Here we are in the winter edition already! As I write 
this, I’m looking at leaves fluttering down. I expect you are sweeping 
them up every day, too.
The summer has been busy at the Memorial Hall. In July, the floor 
was resurfaced and is looking lovely. Foakes Hall in Dunmow 
donated 80 chairs to us. They are much more comfortable than 
the old ones - I know some of you will be pleased to hear that! A 
team of us sorted them out; some needed repairing and others 
re-covering. So there we were, darning needles at the ready, 
repairing those that needed attention. We are waiting for the 
others to come back from the upholsterers. It has worked out 
cheaper than buying new chairs. The repaired ones have been 
steam cleaned, so all ready for your celebrations and parties.
A health and safety issue arose in the hall, so we asked Simon 
Wooley from Felsted School to come and give us advice. He was 
very helpful and his advice was sound and backed up with Health 
and Safety law. Thank you for your time Simon. Felsted School is 
always there to help and we are grateful for that.
We are finally saying goodbye to Margaret and Dicky Howett who 
have been so loyal to the Memorial Hall committee for over twenty 
years. What can we say but a huge thank you to them and wish 
them all the best of luck in their new life. We will miss you so much.
Nikki Mead has kindly offered to take over as Treasurer, which 
leaves a vacancy for a secretary to take minutes. If you are interested, 
please get in touch with me.
Finally, it’s that time of year, Panto time! (Oh yes it is!) Rehearsals 
are well underway and performances are planned for 26 and 27 
January, 2 and 3 February. Keep an eye out for the posters and 
booking details. This year we are doing ‘Peter and the Pirates’, full 
of fun and skullduggery! The ticket proceeds go toward the 
upkeep of the hall and the raffle proceeds go towards a local and 
national charity. So do come and support us, details will be out soon. 
As the festive season is just around the corner, I’d like to wish you 
all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Memorial 
Hall committee.
Take care and we’ll chat next year!
Hazel Fox

Felsted Memorial Hall

4

At our August meeting, Janet Frost gave us a talk of her life in poetry. 
From funny to sad poems, Janet entertained us well and members 
were able to buy some poetry books that she had written. Dave 
Johns entertained us with musical fun from the 1960s and 1970s at 
our September meeting.
Late September, members enjoyed lovely sunny day out in St. Ives, 
Cambs, an ancient town which sits on the river Great Ouse. There is a 
famous six-arched bridge, which has an unusual two storey Chapel of 
St. Leger in its middle. Oliver Cromwell lived in St. Ives in the 1630s 
and his bronze statue is on Market Hill. It was originally made for 
Huntingdon, but they wouldn’t accept it when it was finished!
In October Gordon Bailey gave an interesting talk on ‘Treasure 
beneath our feet’, specifically on several items he brought with him. 
Also at this meeting, we watched a film from Dickie Howett called 
‘Voices of Felsted’ in which we saw a few faces and places we knew.
Alison our Chairman then thanked Margaret, who has been a
Committee Member and Dickie, for all they had done for the
Friendship Club over the last 10 years. She presented them with a 
card, signed by the members and gifts. They will be greatly missed 
and we wish them well in their new home.

Future Meetings in 2023

Our Christmas party is on Friday 1 December and we have been 
kindly invited for lunch to Leez Priory on 6 December.

 19 January –  Keep Fit in your Chair – Karen Wheatley

 16 February –  Lasting Power of Attorney – J Lucas
        History of Abbeyfield – Cass Murray

 14 March –  Tea at Felsted School with music

 19 April –  AGM with lunch and speaker 

If you are interested in coming along to one of our meetings, please 
do contact either Alison Moore 01371 821632 or Sue King  01371 821411.

Felsted Friendship Club 
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Felsted WI 
Once again Autumn is upon us, bringing the dark evenings and of 
course, winter, to our door. 
How fortunate the Felsted WI has been to have a great year to 
recall: a summer evening boat trip from Paper Mill Lock, with 
refreshments and friendly conversation, leisurely drifting along
the river; the friendly annual Rayne WI Challenge, held this
year at their village hall; many quizzes and games followed by 
refreshments; but the icing on the cake came when Felsted WI 
was declared the winner of the coveted ‘Frying Pan’! 
We had many interesting speakers through the year, especially the 
enchanting ‘Turkish Shirley Valentine‘ story of a lady whose holiday 
to Turkey stole her heart with its culture so much that she made it 
her home for the next thirty years. Let us not forget our own green 
fingered members with piggy back plant and tomato plant
challenges.
Upcoming talks for 2024 are from Wildlife Photographer Tom Way, 
the Fisherman’s Mission and the intriguingly titled ‘My Tutu Went 
AWOL’. So why not come and join us - you are assured of a warm 
and friendly welcome - and see for yourself? 

For more information please contact Penny on 07825 312829 or 
Margaret on 01371 513657

Felsted WI 
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Felsted Branch Spring 2024
February Courses

East Anglian Art with Andrew Casey
United Reform Church

6 MONDAYS from February 19th at 19.45
A hybrid course: classroom based with tutor on- line

Prices to be confirmed nearer the start dates.
Enrolment: 0300 303 3464   

More info. at: felsted.branch@wea.ac.uk
The WEA is a charity registered in England & Wales; number 1112775    

The Origins of World War 2 with Roger Cooke
British Legion Hall

6 THURSDAYS from February 22nd at 10.00am
Classroom- based, tutor present
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Christmas 
6:00PM  Lessons & Carols
SAT 16 Dec @ 6pm

with Felsted School Choir

4:30PM  Join-in-Nativity
Christmas Eve

Come early for a seat

See the Church Website for full Christmas Service Information

6:00PM  Join-in-Carols

But when the time was right, God sent his Son, and a woman gave birth to him. His Son 
obeyed the Law, so he could set us free from the Law, and we could become God’s 
children.  Galatians 4:4–5 

Felsted Holy Cross Church 
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www.felstedchurch.org.uk

Community Hampers 
Following the great success of last year’s Christmas hamper 
deliveries to our elderly neighbours we shall be doing the same 
again this year.
 Toiletries 
 Tinned goods
 Biscuits
 Cakes 
 Packet soups 
Obviously, all must be within date. 
Cash may also be donated which we will use for a ‘big shop’ from 
the supermarket to add to the donated goods.
If anyone knows of an elderly neighbour living alone who they 
think would benefit from one of our hampers then they can 
contact me with their details.
All donations can be dropped directly to myself, Lee Heron, at 57 
Station Road, Felsted CM6 3HD or
I can be reached on 07838 728088 to arrange collection.
Items will be boxed up and distributed throughout the community 
with the help of Prime Nursing around the 18 December. This was 
done last year and the heartfelt thanks we received really showed 
we were making a difference.
A small gesture to show as a community we care for each other. 

9



10

Brew for a Cause
Brew for a Cause: Safi Coffee Fundraiser
at Linsell's Shop in Felsted
Dear Felsted Community,
Get ready for a delightful morning filled with
community spirit, aromatic coffee, and a heartwarming cause! 
Safi Coffee: A Cup of Hope
Safi Coffee isn’t just your regular cup of coffee; it’s a symbol of 
dedication and hope. Aided by some dedicated students from 
Felsted School, this coffee has funded the education of 21
deserving students, providing them with a brighter future.
Remarkably, it only costs £180 a year to educate a child, and
every purchase of Safi Coffee brings this dream closer to reality.
Join Us for a Sip of Change

Date: January 2024 (exact details TBC, check Felsted Safi twitter/
Facebook @FelstedSafi for updates)
Location: Outside Linsell's Shop, Felsted
We invite you to join us for an afternoon of Safi Coffee tastings, 
engaging conversations, 
and an opportunity to 
support this noble cause. 
Your presence at the Safi 
Coffee Fundraiser is not 
just an invitation for 
coffee; it's an invitation
to transform lives. By 
attending, you contribute 
to the education of these 
students, ensuring they 
have the tools they need 
for a better future. So,
join us for a cup of coffee
with a cause! Let’s celebrate
the spirit of community and
the power of education,
one sip at a time. The Safi Coffee

Team
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Do you love, or would you like, to write?
Are you interested in connecting with
other local writers, for feedback on your
ideas or to improve your writing skills?
Felsted Writers’ Group would love to welcome you - we will be 
starting informal monthly meetings from January 2024, at
Rumblebees Bookshop. Please join us for coffee and a chat
about all things writing - whatever your skill level and genre. 
There will be no pressure to share your work, just come and enjoy 
good company and conversation with those who share your
interest in creative writing.
If you would like to join us and are keen to be kept up-to-date with 
the first meeting details, please email felstedwriters@gmail.com

Writers of Felsted!



Instructions
    1.  Pre-heat oven to 200°c/180°c fan /Gas Mark 6 and lightly grease  
  two baking sheets.
    2.  Sift the flour, baking powder and salt into a large bowl. Add the  
  butter/margarine and rub-in with your fingertips until the mixture  
  resembles breadcrumbs. Add sugar, stir thoroughly.
    3.  In a small bowl beat the eggs & milk together. Add to the dry   
  ingredients, mix until combined to create a soft dough (you may  
  need to use your hands).
    4.  Turn the dough onto a lightly floured surface and gently knead  
  until it is smooth. Divide it into 20 even-sized balls, placing them  
  onto your prepared baking sheets, with space between.
    5.  Bake for 12-15 minutes, until the snowballs are risen and a light  
  golden colour. Remove from the oven and leave to cool a little.
    6.  While still warm, spread about half a teaspoon of jam onto the flat  
  side of half the snowball buns. Sandwich the other halves to them.  
  Place into an empty muffin tin until cool and the jam has set.
To decorate
    7.  In a bowl, mix the icing sugar with 2-3 tablespoons of water, to  
  create thin consistency. Decant the coconut into a second bowl.
    8.  Roll buns in the icing until completely coated. Allow the excess to  
  drip off before transferring straight into the coconut. Roll each iced  
  bun in coconut until completely coated. Transfer to the muffin tin.
    9.  Leave to set for an hour before serving.

Ingredients To decorate

Recipe: Scottish Snowballs

225g/8oz self-raising flour
¼ tsp baking powder
¼ tsp salt
80g/3oz caster sugar 
80g/3oz butter or margarine
1 egg (whole)
1 egg yolk
1 tbsp milk

Strawberry or raspberry jam
225g/8oz icing sugar
2-3 tbsp boiling water
60g/2oz desiccated coconut 

These snowballs bear no resemblance to the coconut/marshmallow 
cakes we find in the supermarket. They are scone-like in texture and 
were traditionally sold in Scottish bakeries.
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Public Meeting with Affinity Water
This was held in the middle of October and was attended by Kemi 
Badenoch MP and approximately 40 residents who raised their 
issues and concerns. Affinity Water agreed to investigate in detail 
the areas of Felsted that experience severe water supply issues. 
They also agreed to attend a council meeting in 12 months’ time 
to provide an update on remedial actions taken.
CCTV
Following continued vandalism at both the main play area and to 
the public toilets the Parish Council arranged for the installation 
of a new CCTV system in that location. This was installed in
November and it is hoped that this will deter anti-social behaviour.
Essex Highways 
Now that winter has arrived Essex Highways has published some useful 
information which can be found online using the addresses below:  
Clearing snow and Ice
www.essexhighways.org/roads-and-pavements/winter-travel/
clearing-snow-and-ice  
Gritting
www.essexhighways.org/roads-and-pavements/winter-travel/
salting-routes 
Ride London 
The Parish Council has been advised that Essex County Council 
has decided to extend the contract to host Ford RideLondon-Essex 
for another three years. The 2024 ride will take place on Sunday 26 
May. Councillors have requested that a representative from Ride 
London attend a council meeting to hear feedback regarding the 
event that took place earlier this year and to take residents’ 
questions. A date for this is to be confirmed.
Office Opening Hours
The Parish Council office is open on Mondays between 10am – 
12.30pm. Please do feel free to call in, no appointment is necessary. 
Heather Read Clerk to the Parish Council clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
07719 552174

Felsted Parish Council  

Keep up to date with all the council news – Visit the PC website and 
enter your email address to receive automatic notification by email of 

all news articles as they are posted on the website.

Local Plan
There is huge pressure from central government on communities 
across the country for more and more homes. We now anticipate
that Felsted will receive a further housing allocation under the
Uttlesford District Council (UDC) emerging Local Plan. 
We have no option but to accept whatever housing number Felsted
is allocated by UDC.
Over the last 3 years The Felsted Neighbourhood Plan (FNP) has been 
tremendously successful in challenging unwanted development 
within the parish. (Much of the current development around us is 
outside the parish boundary or had already received approval before 
the FNP was formally ‘Made’). However, to maintain its maximum 
planning 'weight' in line with policies within the National Planning 
Policy Framework we now need to refresh the Felsted plan. Several 
parishioners have made contact and a new steering group has been 
formed.
Felsted Parish Council has been diligent and proactive and has
submitted strong representations to UDC which has reduced our 
vulnerability to housing numbers. For example, Felsted and Flitch 
Green were initially identified as potentially being merged to become 
one settlement, jointly being classified as a 'Key Rural Settlement'. 
Being classified as a 'Key Rural Settlement' could have put us in line to 
receive a proportion of 5,076 additional homes. Felsted Parish Council 
submitted a strong objection and Felsted was subsequently
reclassified as a 'large village' independent from Flitch Green. 
The full housing number allocated to Felsted in the new draft Local 
Plan from the start of the plan period (April 2021) is 309. However, we 
get credit for the 214 houses that have already been approved over the 
past few years and they count against the 309, leaving a balance of 95.
95 may seem a lot but don’t forget that this will be over the eighteen 
years of UDC’s Local Plan period up until 2041.
Our first FNP secured a new health centre, currently being built in 
Station Road, which will be wholly owned by the newly formed Felsted 
Community Trust (FCT) and will generate an income payable to the 
FCT. The FNP also facilitated the provision of a new car park for Felsted 
Primary School (also to be owned by the FCT) relieving congestion at 
drop off and collection times. Construction is anticipated to commence 
shortly.
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Largely through a generous contribution from the parish council and 
by selling advertising space we have just about been able to deliver 
our magazine to over 1100 homes in the parish four times a year free 
of charge. We’ve asked before for a small contribution but only a 
handful - a baby-sized handful - make regular donations. So far this year, 
we’ve received just £35!
You often tell us how much you enjoy the FOCUS and we have some 
wonderful volunteers who give their time to write, photograph, layout, 
proof and even deliver for us but, unless we can generate more 
income, we may not be able to continue. 
So, please help us to continue your magazine and contribute what 
you can, even just £5 per year per household would help to keep us 
going. Every penny will be spent on printing and delivery.
Please send your contribution to the Parish Clerk, URC Hall, Stebbing 
Road, Felsted, CM6 3JD or you can make a direct contribution to the 
Parish’s bank account at the address below.
Barclays Bank
Sort code: 20-97-40  • Acc No:  00393274
Please mark your contribution ‘FOCUS’
Cheque's made payable to "Felsted Parish Council"

F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E

The new Steering Group will focus on identifying opportunities to gain 
community benefit from the 95 dwellings that we anticipate will be 
allocated to Felsted. We will hold public forums early in 2024 to allow 
parishioners to participate in the process.
If we choose not to say where we want the 95 dwellings (and use them 
to generate community benefit), we will have lost any influence on 
what or where development might take place and we will have lost the 
opportunity to gain any community benefit. Developers will have free 
reign to do what they want: not what we want!
Neighbourhood Plans depend on community engagement. We will 
be encouraging everyone who lives in the parish to participate and to 
share your views at our forthcoming public forums. 

The UDC Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18) Consultation is now also open 
for public comments (until December 18). If you wish to respond please 
go to: 
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/2023-Draft-Plan-Consultation?utm_medium=e-
mail&utm_source=govdelivery

Felsted Parish Council  
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The Big Felsted 
Christmas Tree
Light-up 
Saturday
2 December 2023
(Woodley’s car park
next to Linsells)

You’re Invited!

Watch the Parish
Council Facebook
Page for more
details.
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It is difficult to judge our biggest achievements this year. The 
gardens have looked wonderful throughout, from the snowdrops
in February, through daffodils, bluebells and tulips to wonderful 
perennial borders, including the prize winning dahlias. Our
volunteers have produced and sold fantastic quantities of fruit,
veg and jams and jellies.  One volunteer has presented the history 
of the gardens to a record number of local history and gardening 
groups. 
In December we will be quietly getting on with winter jobs, when 
the weather permits. Leaf clearance and bulb and small shrub 
planting should be finished; but we are likely still to be planting
one or two young trees. Excitingly the trees will include two new 
ones to the gardens: a Ginkgo, which becomes a stunning tree, 
with distinctive leaves and lovely autumnal colour; and a
Cercidiphyllum, also known as a katsura, which has heart shaped 
leaves and apparently has a slight smell of caramel when its leaves 
fall in the autumn! 
We will be looking at what vegetable seeds to grow, working to 
arrange completion of the path so that it runs right from the car 
park and sorting out plans for re-paving the Italian Garden.   
We wish you all a happy Christmas and happy plan-making for your 
gardens in 2024! To arrange a talk about the history of the gardens 
and the work of the Trust, please contact us via
enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk or 01371 870979. 
For more information go to www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on 
Jill Goldsmith

The Gardens of Easton Lodge
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Another busy time at Felsted Primary School! We have launched 
our No Outsiders scheme and the children have been focusing
on ‘everyone different, everyone welcome.’ We had a day of
workshops with Andrew Moffat MBE who wrote the scheme. His 
MBE is for services to equality in education and he inspired the 
children and staff on his visit. It has been wonderful to hear the
rich discussions around this learning and see how respectful the 
children are towards each other. 
We have had an OFSTED inspection this term and were very 
pleased to be able to showcase our school and all the amazing 
things on offer. By the time this is published the inspection report 
should be out so please do take a look if you are interested.  
The firework display made a welcome comeback this year. We 
hope lots of our readers were able to attend. This was such a lovely 
community evening and we were very pleased at how smoothly it 
went. Thanks to our hard working PTFA for organising this and for 
raising much needed funds for our school.
We have a shiny new school website which is much easier to 
navigate. Please take a look to find out more about us and what
we are about.
Preparations have started for Christmas, the younger children are 
working hard on the nativity and the older children are learning 
songs for the Carol Concert which will be held in the Holy Cross 
Church. 
As part of our value ‘Save our World’ we have made an eco pledge 
this year to cut down on the amount of waste from Christmas 
cards. Instead of writing out cards for individuals children will be 
able to write a card to the class and these will be displayed in each 
classroom.
December is such a busy time for everyone. Wishing you all a 
Happy Christmas when it comes and some peace and rest over
the festive period.

Bryony Collins - Headmistress

Felsted Primary School    

21

Felsted Primary School    

Our new website:
www.felsted-pri.essex.sch.uk
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ CORNER 
Local Plan
I hope that you will forgive another contribution from me about
planning policy (being distinct from its application when considering 
individual planning applications, known as 'development
management'). I am the Uttlesford Cabinet member responsible
for Planning and the Local Plan and currently, consideration of the 
new local plan takes up the majority of my district wide responsibilities 
as a Councillor, in addition to my representative commitments for 
the ward of Felsted and Stebbing.  
A draft replacement local plan was passed by the Council on 30 
October for the purposes of consultation by the community and all 
other interested parties. The consultation period is already underway 
and will run until 18 December. 
Our current Local Plan is very old (made in 2005). An up to date Local 
Plan is essential, according to Government Policy. Without one, 
speculative and opportunistic applications for developments are 
more likely to be granted. We have seen several examples of this in 
recent times, including on several fields adjacent to the approaches 
to/from Felsted. The new local plan will give a blueprint for the 
‘development shape’ in general of the district until 2041. A Local Plan, 
after it has been ‘examined’ by the Planning Inspectorate  decides 
and ‘allocates’ the areas within a district where, as matter of policy, 
new housing and employment sites are in principle to be permitted. 
Speculative applications on non-policy compliant locations will 
afterwards become a thing of the past.
Having a current local plan in place does not do away with the need 
for individual planning applications on those ‘allocated sites’ which, 
when made, will deal with details including for example, access, 
design, layout and infrastructure. As usual, they will come to
Uttlesford Planning Committee for final decision. The local plan
will also contain preferred policies on the environment, landscape, 
heritage and importantly, will also set policies regarding the required 
provision of ‘affordable homes’ (to buy and to rent). It will also guide 
the size of new houses – preferring smaller 2/3 bedroom houses, 
leading hopefully to a greater number of cheaper priced houses
than the present volume of 4/5 bed houses popular with developers. 
It is hoped that these policies will help both first time buyers and 
those wishing to downsize.
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The new local plan will not do away with new development. The 
Government requires Uttlesford to plan for about 700 additional 
houses every year. Allowing for the number of houses that have 
already been permissioned in the past few years, this gives a net 
requirement of some 6,000 homes across the District until 2041. 
To locate these new dwellings in the ‘most sustainable’ locations 
(where there are existing facilities and better transport links), the 
draft plan suggests 10 strategic locations where all but 1,000 be 
placed, namely in Saffron Walden, Great Dunmow, Stansted
Mountfitchet, Newport, Takeley and Thaxted. The remaining 1,000 
would be spread across larger villages, including Felsted and
Stebbing, according to their respective facilities and the number
of houses already recently granted permission there.
The gross additional strategic housing requirement figures required 
of Felsted and Stebbing parishes are 309 and 171, but netted down to 
95 and 109 respectively after deduction of the completions and 
permissions given since 2021. The draft concept is for each Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan to work with those figures and see where they 
think they can best provide for that net housing provision up to 2041. 
That would allow the community through the neighbourhood 
planning system to participate in the allocation. 
Residents are encouraged to comment on this draft plan during the 
consultation period. Once all the input on the draft is considered and 
taken into account, in Summer 2024, an updated version will be 
submitted for the Planning Inspectorate to begin work. It is hoped 
that a new local plan would be in place in the first quarter of 2026. 
Participation in the consultation can be made through 
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/2023-Draft-Plan-Consultation. Residents
can sign up for updates at www.uttlesford.gov.uk/local-plan-news
A set of useful Local Plan FAQs is to be found at www.uttlesford.gov.
uk/article/4923/Local-Plan-FAQs. Updates are also provided on social 
media.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ CORNER 

cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk 
John Evans
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Before the 15th century, people attending a church service would 
stand or kneel. When benches or pews were introduced, they were 
sometimes decorated by skilled craftsmen. In particular, the top of 
the ends of some pews were carved with figures called finials or 
poppyheads.
The word poppyhead comes from Latin via Old French meaning 
the poop or figurehead of a ship. Poppyheads can be found in 
churches across the country and they are particularly prevalent in 
East Anglia. The Hundred Parishes has some fascinating examples.
The carved figures can represent almost anything. Some are of 
flowers or fruit or animals. Mythical creatures or demons were 
introduced to remind parishioners that if they led a sinful life they 
would go to hell. Saints and angels however meant that if you lived 
a good life you would go to heaven. 
You will also find carved creatures depicting saints. In St. Mary’s, 
Hatfield Broad Oak, 300-year-old poppyheads symbolise saints, 
with a lion for Mark, a bull for Luke and an eagle for John, while 
Matthew is represented by a ‘divine man’. 
Ickleton’s parish church has some fine examples of medieval 
carved poppyheads. One shows St. Michael weighing souls of the 
dead and another features a dragon-like creature. In Wendens 
Ambo parish church you will find a fearsome-looking beast which 
you may meet if your soul goes to hell!
Linton’s church has a wide range of subjects including scribes 
resting their books, one on the back of an angel and another on a 
dragon.
When you are out and about, I encourage you to seek out these 
wonderful examples of ancient craftmanship. Please let us know of 
others on either the feedback page on our website,
www.hundredparishes.org.uk or share a photo with the
Hundred Parishes Group on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/562396892237665 

Ken McDonald,
Secretary

The Hundred Parishes    
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Barley - acorns
Ickleton - St Michael

Much Hadham - lion

Bartlow
- perhaps an elephant

Hatfield Broad Oak

 Linton - scribe and ange

Wendens Ambo
- beast

Poppyheads

Widford

Hatfield Broad Oak - Bull representing 
St Luke

The Hundred Parishes    
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Volunteers Needed!
Uttlesford Citizens Advice urgently needs more volunteers to 
support people through the cost of living crisis. More and more 
people are coming to us for support to manage their energy costs 
and help with budgeting and debts.  We also help people with 
housing issues, benefit entitlements, problems at work and family 
matters.
You don’t need to have specific experience or qualifications to join 
us, (although you do need to be non-judgmental, able to talk to 
people and familiar with a computer). All our volunteers receive 
training and hours are flexible.
Volunteering with us gives you the opportunity to help other 
people and build skills and confidence as part of an inclusive, 
friendly team and the wider local community. Many of our
volunteers go on to paid employment.
So, if you would like to make a real difference to people’s lives and 
have a positive impact on your community by giving information 
and advice that empowers people to tackle the root cause of their 
issues, please get in touch today!  For more information and an 
application form, visit our website, www.uttlesfordca.org.uk or call 
us on 01799 618840.
Our office is open Monday to Friday 9.30 to 15.30.
Email help@uttlesfordca.org.uk or call 01799 618840 for
information and advice. You can also visit our Great Dunmow 
video access point for quick and easy access M/T/Th/F 9.30-15.30.
 

Citizens Advice  
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Welcome to this edition of our Partners' 
Newsletter.
We have articles about some of our family 
activities and events this month.

Booktrust Storytime voting is now open!
Essex Libraries are again taking part in the national poll, running 
from November to the end of March.  At the end we will find out, 
from a shortlist of five, which is the nation's and Essex’s favourite 
storybook.

Our plucky penguin is back once again! But this year, she’s setting 
off on an even bigger journey...
Join Lyra as she travels around the world, finding out all about 
endangered animals. There will be 12 challenges for your little ones 
to choose from. Once they complete six of the challenges they will 
be rewarded with a certificate and a prize (while stocks last).
Lyra will be leaving on Saturday 25 November and returning on 
Saturday 3 February. You can find out more about the Winter 
Reading Challenge here.
(Link: https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/winter-reading-challenge)

Essex Libraries  

28 29

Book onto a LEGO® in libraries session

What's on this December?

Make sure to book 
onto our amazing 
LEGO® in Libraries 
sessions, funded by 
the Essex Year of 
Numbers. 
(Link: https://libraries.
essex.gov.uk/news/
lego-in-libraries-new-
-sessions-available)
Build, code and play! 
Your child will get
the chance to improve their maths and English skills, while having 
fun playing with relatable LEGO® characters!

Discover what
Christmas-themed 
events Essex
Libraries has to offer 
this December, from 
arts and crafts to 
readings and story 
sessions.
(Link: https://library-
-events.essex.gov.uk/
search?q=christmas )

Libraries will be running special storytimes where you can come 
along and enjoy the brilliant stories and be part of this exciting 
event.
Vote at your local library at the end of the storytime session and 
make sure your favourite book wins! You can also take part in the 
Essex vote online. Find out more about voting and the events.
(Link: https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/booktrust-storytime-2023)

Essex Libraries  
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Are you looking to make changes  
to improve your social, physical  

and mental wellbeing?

How do I access the support?
If you are aged over 18 and live in Essex 

T: 0300 303 9988  
(Monday to Friday from 8am – 7pm)

E: livewell.linkwell@nhs.net

• Healthy living
• Quitting smoking
• Physical and mental   
 wellbeing
• Independent living
• Mobility and equipment
• Home adaptations

• Safety and security
• Looking after someone
• Social Inclusion
• Getting out and about
• Money worries

Live Well Link Well is free and confidential support  
of a non-medical nature. We can help you with:

THE SOCIAL PRESCRIBING COLLABOR ATION IN MID ESSEX

Falcon Bowling 
& Social Club

Facilities second to none in the UK

Only 10 to 15 minutes from your home
Indoor, outdoor and short mat bowling 

for all ages all year round.
All standards of bowlers catered for

Coaching available
FREE Taster Sessions 

every Friday at  6.30pm 
available to all newcomers if required 

(all equipment supplied)

Restaurant and Bar facilities. 
Contact details below or just pay us a visit:

Channels Drive, Chelmsford CM3 3FB
01245 443666

Email, info@falconbowlingclub.co.uk 
www.falconbowlingclub.co.uk

Enjoyment,
Companionship 

and Exercise 
�hese are the some o� the bene�ts the 

bowling community brings into peoples lives 

Falcon half page ad Felsted press ready.indd   1Falcon half page ad Felsted press ready.indd   1 09/02/2022   16:30:2409/02/2022   16:30:24
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Free Estimates  All work guaranteed  
Over 30 years Experience
Honest & Expert Advice 

Home: 01371 811308 • Mobile: 07951 349837
RWheelerRoofing@gmail.com

Start your home care journey with 
Home Instead®  today.

Home Help 

Companionship

Personal Care 

Dementia Care 

 

Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2021.

01376 319100
mike.sheehy@Braintree.HomeInstead.co.uk

No CQC Logo

3328

Michael J Walsh
F U N E R A L D I R E C T O R S

a dignified and caring approach

Michael J Walsh Funeral Directors is a local family 
business that has been providing a professional, 
caring, dignified and an affordable service to the 

Great Dunmow area for over 100 years.

As well as providing traditional burial and cremation 
packages, in June 2022 we completed the building of 

Dunmow Crematorium, which we run alongside 
our established funeral services.

 

dunmow crematorium

£1125
Funeral Services from

Check out our cost estimator at

walshfunerals.com 01371 856274or phone us on  
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During the winter months,  
we use the heating at home 
more to stay warm.

If you live in Uttlesford, find it hard to heat your 
home and worry about your energy bills, a Green 
Homes Grant might be able to help. 
 
You could qualify for help if you live in an energy  
inefficient home, which is owned or privately 
rented, and you are in receipt of benefits or are  
on a low income. 
 

What is the Green Homes Grant? 
 
The Green Homes Grant scheme is a UK  
Government funded initiative supporting local  
projects to make energy saving improvements in 
your home, helping to reduce household fuel bills 
and make homes warmer. 

 

Get in touch today to find  
out more about Green Homes Grants 

 
 0808 196 8255 
 
  surveys.est.org.uk/s/GreenHomesGrantSchemeLAD 
 

 
Please note that the repair or replacement of fossil fuel systems such as gas, oil and LPG boilers is not offered as part of this scheme 

 
Green Homes Grants could 

make your home more 
energy efficient and save 

you money this winter

How does it work? 
 
Warmworks is the Managing Agent  
delivering this scheme on behalf of  
Uttlesford District Council. Following a 
survey of your property by a qualified 
surveyor at a convenient time, they will  
recommend a package of improvements 
that is suitable for your home.
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• We offer burial & ash interments, services and wakes.  
• Adaptable to any ceremony and a completely  

personalised service from plaque to music. 
• Reserving a plot in advance is also possible.  
• Assurance of a caring & compassionate experience. 
 
Coppice Lane, (behind the Butchers Arms Pub) 
North End, Between Chelmsford &  
Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 3PL 
Tel: 01245 806332 
Email: info@oldparkmeadow.co.uk 
Website: www.oldparkmeadow.co.uk 
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A & W Gowers LTD
Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at 
www.awgowers.co.uk

Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes

A local family run joinery manufacturer, who provide bespoke 
joinery to the trade and public. 

Whether it be the smallest mould, through to windows, doors, 
furniture or to the largest orangery. 

Quotations are provided free based on architectural detail, 
photography, or sample copy. Additional services include CAD 

detailing, finishing, glazing and hardware supply.

Windows
Doors

Conservation
Gates
Stairs

Fitted 
Furniture
Kitchens

Wardrobes
Bookcases

...and much 
more

A & W Gowers LTD
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For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at 
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furniture or to the largest orangery. 
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Stairs
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Bookcases
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MORE THAN JUST BUSINESS
SPACE....

Managed workspaces from 14-81 sqm
(150 to 847 sq ft) to let on a flexible
and competitive term with easy access
to London Stansted and Chelmsford.

PHONE ADDRESS
Ongar Business
Centre, The Gables,
Fyfield Road, Ongar,
Essex CM5 0GA

SUPPORT
Access to practical
support, expert advice
and networking
opportunities

AFFORDABLE
Easy in/easy out
licenses. 
Flexible to suit you.

EMAIL

£

contact@ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk

01277 368200

www.ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk/

Meeting Rooms
available to hire
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Al-Anon
An organisation that supports families/
friends of problem drinkers
www.al-anonuk.org.uk/

BUSES
133 Network Colchester: 01206 877620
16 Stephenson: 01376 503050
DigiGo Bus: 03330 137138 
www.digigo.uk
Traveline: 0871 200 22 33 or
www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Braintree: 01376 324129
Great Dunmow: 01799 618840

COUNCILS
Essex County Councillor: 
Martin Foley: 01799 510510
cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk 
Uttlesford District Council: 01799 510510
District Councillors: - Richard silcock
cllrsilcock@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Evans: cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

Felsted Parish Council
Chairman: Graham Harvey
Clerk: Heather Read
Parish Office: United Reformed Church Hall, 
Stebbing Road, CM6 3JD
Office Tel: 07719 552174
Office hours: Mondays: 10:00 - 12:30
email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

DOCTORS
The Surgery, Braintree Rd.
Tel: 01371 820410
Out of hours: 01371 872121

ELECTRICITY
and network emergencies:
Tel: 0800 7838838, 0800 0280247
and 08701 963090 (daytime)

GAS
National Grid & Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

HOSPITALS
Broomfield including Casualty
Tel: 01245 362000

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Kemi Badenoch
kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

MEMORIAL HALL
Lettings - Sheila Kill
Tel: 07926 377343
felstedmemhall@gmail.com

POLICE for our parishes
Essex Police Main Telephone Numbers:
Emergencies: 999
Non-Emergency Tel: 101

POST OFFICE
Felsted
Tel: 01371 820251
www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder

SCHOOLS
Felsted School:
Tel: 01371 822600
Felsted Preparatory School:
Tel: 01371 822610
Felsted Primary School:
Tel: 01371 820215
Flitch Green Academy:
Tel: 01371 822330
Ford End C of E Primary School:
Tel: 01245 237209
Email: admin@fordend.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.fordendschool.com
Helena Romanes School:
Tel: 01371 872560
Whipper-snappers Daycare Nursery
and Kids Club
Tel: 01371 821131

SEWERAGE
Anglian Water - sewerage
(not water, see below) Tel: 03457 145 145

WATER
Affinity Water
Supply problems and emergencies
Tel: 0345 3572407
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ANDREW BANKS – Good with wood.  
Flooring, Decking, Garden Furniture & more. 
Supply, installation, renovation.
Free consultation. andrewbanks.co.uk
01279 626389 

BEAUTY & HOLISTIC TREATMENTS
The Retreat, Dunmow
01371 878989
www.theretreatdunmow.co.uk

BINGS HALL 
We are a small, friendly, family orientated 
care home in Felsted available for either
respite or permanent care.
Contact Carla – Manager on 01371 820544 
Mobile 07889 840274 or pop in to Bings
and have a tour and a chat.

CLEAR SIGHT DRONES 
Aerial photography. Have your property
photographed by professional drone pilot. 
Services also include roof surveys, boundary 
line identification.
Tel. Clive 01371 820330 / 07979 054654

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Daniel Robinson & Sons Ltd. 24 hr personal 
service. Pre-payment funeral plans.
Haslers Lane, Gt. Dunmow. 
Tel: 01371 874518

FELSTED PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Property maintenance and improvements.
Free estimates given.
Tel: Clive Perrins 01371 820330
mob: 07979 054654
www.felstedpropertymaintenance.co.uk

FELSTED CONSTRUCTION LTD
General builders,
Established in the village 30 years.
Tel: Michael Sutton 07976 933861
or 01371 820136.

HOMEOPATH
Experienced, fully qualified and registered
homeopath based in Cock Green.
Contact Steph Sellers
Tel: 01371 823028.     Mob: 07986456747
Email: stephsellers2000@gmail.com
Website www.stephsellershomeopathy.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD 
Brickwork, Repointing, Restoration
and Hard Landscaping
Based in Bannister Green 
Tel: 01371 499730/ 07734 862839
www.judgeconstruction.co.uk
email: info@judgeconstruction.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Gutter clearance service with full camera in-
spection. Fully Insured. Work carried out safely 
from the ground. 01371 499730 / 07734862839 
www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

PHYSIO IN FELSTED
Experienced local Chartered Physiotherapist 
offering Ultrasound, Acupuncture,
Manual Therapy, Exercise Therapy
and Integrated Myofascial Release.
Tel: 01371 821063 • mob: 07958339574.
email physioinfelsted.co.uk

RPT Professional Chauffeur Service
Based in Hartford End Felsted,RPT offer
a bespoke professional chauffeur service
tailored to meet your individual travel
requirements.
www.rptchauffeurservice.co.uk
01371 829353 • Mob: 07836 749367

ROOFING SERVICES R WHEELER
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofs, Guttering,
Repairs, Chimney work, Local, Reliable,
Free Estimates.
email: rwheelerroofing@gmail.com
01371 811308 • mob: 07951 349837

S. RAYNER - CARPENTER & JOINER
All carpentry & property maintenance.
Over 30 yrs experience in carpentry &
fitting kitchens. Call: 01371 820576
mob: 07768 914172. Free quotes.

TUTORING IN MATHS & SCIENCE
Most subjects offered to A level by
current examiner. Contact Dick Frost,
Tel: 01371 820824 •  mob: 07909 526713
email: richard.j.frost@btinternet.com

WINDOW CLEANER
with 20 years local experience.
Tel: Eddie Driscoll mob: 07941 776705
or 01245 360540

TRADE DIRECTORY

F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E

F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E

39




